firepnes the petitioners to comEand buy, yea they haue ſo combyned and confederated themlſeclues together, that r 


for any thing your petitioners know,percciue or can diſcerne, 
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xn abilract of the grieuancesofthe Maiſter, V Vardens and Commonaltie of the 
Curlers, Paynrer-ftaincrs,and Book-binders of the Cittic of London,and conſequently of all England 
concerning the Pattent or Chaiterof ſole making of Gold and Silver Foljat and the Proclamation prohibiting the 

importation of any into this Kingadomeyt enteyned lkew! ſe FT, briefe in a Petition exhibited into the Commons hovſe of Parliament. VIZ. 


1 


Fat Gold aid Silver Po/zat hath tor the moſt part beene heretofore imported into this kingdome from the part beyond the Seas, 


ard (Oſree for all men; to buy the lame where they pleaſed, 
Avour September 16 19. certaine perſons skilled inthe miſtery of. Gold beating, being in all vnder thirtie in number,and all or 
moſt of t!,em incorporated into ſome, of the Companies of tie Citty of London, combyning and confederating theniſelues toge- 
ther, did for their owwne priuat lucre and gaine by the meanes and furtherance of one Door Fg!eſham one of his Maicfties Philitians and 
5 it Henry Bretton Knight, obtained fromthe Kings Maieſtica Charter for a Corporation vnto themſclues , for the ſole making of Gold 
and Silucr Fetrat , anda Proclamation Prohibiting che importation of any int» this kingdome. 
And morcouer ,thatthe ſaid Company ot Goldbeaters for procuring the ſaid Charter or Corporation , did promiſe and couenant to 
Pay and allow out of their {aid Corporation vato the {aid Door Egl/cſham 200 lib, per annum , during lite, and to Sir Henry Bretton 50 
ib, pr annum? elides other yearlic charges amounting vnto in all 309 lib, per anmmn, or there a bouts, 


The grienances therefare ariſing thereby doe ſubſ5/t of theſe particul.rs following, 


Firſt ihat by this meanes, the Petitioners [1aue cuer fince beene inforced to buy, and take the ſaid Foliar of the new ereed Corporation 
of Golibeaters andno wire clic, 

Toat they are inforced to ginetwghier rates and prices then heretofore they were wont to pay, viz they now exaR and make your Sup- 
plinucs the Cutlers pay 15 8, for fo much Gold Foliat which before the erecting of the {aid Corporation they paid but 125. and 30 s. tor 
{, mock Siluer Folrar that they did viual'ic buy for 20 s. & for your ſuppliants the Painters they make them pay 21 s, for their Gold Foliat, 
to lie iihiich before they did pay bur 18s, and yet the (ifclefler,and it s. for the SiluerFo/iar,the which they bought tor 7 5, 6d, and your 
Supphants the Bouoke Binders payg s, tor fo much Gold Felrar as heretofore they did viuallic buy for s. | 

[iat there are but ſix of the laid Gold beaters which they call Wardens , which haue all ſer gaines thereof.and they conhne the ſaile of 
tlie {81d Volrar fo one place which they call their Hall, whither they tie all the reſt of the ſaid Goldbeaters to bring their Fo/4at,and con« 

Tos naue cauſed them 
{c}1cs to be bound to each other by obligations in great ſummes of money, not to vent or ſell any to your Suppliants at lower rates. 
4nd moreouer haue cauſed the reſt of chem being the ſaid Folzat makers , to take ſcucrall curporalt oathes , not to ell any clſe where or 
to 2119 of your Suppliants, 

T ha: {f12nce the obteyning of the ſaid Corporation and prociamation , they made the ſame more thinner and deceiptfuller then the 
ſan: was made before, 1o 23 che ſame doth fooner decay and fade in wearing , to the great diſcredit of your Suppliants, the workemen 
tha-vie the ſame, And adamage and difplealing tothe Kings Maieſtie , the Nobilicie and Gentrie, which necdeth or ſhall need the vie of 
guiding tor adorning of their howſes, Armes,Bookes,and other things, : 

Whereas on? Spercer a Goldbeater 2 poore man vling his trade in ſecret places for feare of them for the getting of his living, The ſaid 
Go! ibcaters dil chale him from place to place, and at lait came forceably vpon him,tooke away his tooles, cauted him to be arreſted and 
calt in priſon and there laid 4oco lib, Adion vppon him , and when as they did perceiue ſome of your Suppiiants to endeauonrto re- 
leiue him and helpe tim out of Priſon, The ſaid company of Goldbeaters together with one Norton the Clarke of their Hail did exhibit x 
long bil of 46 ſheets of paper into his Maieſtics Court of Star-chamber 1n the late Atturnney generall his name for molcfiation fake 
onely againſt ſon:e of yHur Suppl ants and their wiues , and pur them to almoſt 20 lib. colts to anſwere theſame, and withall gaue out 
{pceches that they would yndoe your Suppliants, 

The faid Goldbeaters doe ſpend and conſume of the proper Coynes or Bullion of this king dome, in makeing of che ſail Foliat 3 or 4 
thouſand lib per annum, by cltimation to tlie pretadice of the Comme wealth in diminiſhing lo much of his Bullion which would be turg- 
c4 into Coyne, 

Thatif the ſaid Charterand Procldammation were remoucd and taken away, there wouldbe ſufficient quantities of Goid and Siluer 
Fo/i4r imported intothis Realme, from forraine parts for commocities ſent from hence, to ſeruea!l his Maieſhe  Dominions for all 
kind of vies, for ornaments, without diminiſ}.ing any the Coynes or Bullions of this Realme whatſocuer, ſo asthe Common wealth 
ſhajlnot be in this kind damnified, nor the trade of ſo many thouſands of poore artificers of this kingdome that doe get their liuings 

thereby impaircd, 

W hereas the Goldbeaters doe alledg that the Fokar heretofote imported out of the Low Countries was baſe Gold, 8nd made deceipt- 


fully, Your Suppliaunts which haue vſed chefame will maintaine and aver, that the ſame was asgood as any they make now a dayes, 


and farre better cheapc. : 

Whereas your Suppliants haue complained vnto them for ſelling their ſaid Ruffe at ſuch deere rates, and for making the ſame ſo 
thinne, they haue anſwered that your Suppliaunts, were better be content, for if they did finde fault therewith, they ſhould pay more 
for the {ame. 

Whereas the ſaid Goldbeaters did com plaine for want of meanes to live yppon, by their ſaid trade, before the obtaining of the faid 
Patent it is certainly knowae that they do now allow and pay out of their ſaid Corporation 3 oo lib» or ypwards perannnm, to the faid 
DoGor Egleſhaw, Sir Henry Bretton, the Clarke , and Beadle of their Hall, and otherwiſe , all which is meercly exaCted and raiſed out of 
the prices,& by thefallities of the (aid tuffe,to the great damage of your Suppliants, and his Maicſties ſubicts, And yet by reaſon thereof 
the {aid workemens maintenance never a whit bettered, 

And laſtliethe ſaid Charter or Corporation is in the nature of a Monopolie, and is obnoxious to the Common wealth, in conſuming 
his Coyne and Bullion and enhauncing the price of the {aid Foliar as aforeſaid, and doe tend to the yndoing or hurt of many thouſand of 
the poore Artificers in this land, of Cutlers,Painters Stainers,and Booke-binders, and to all others viing this art of gilding,and is bene= 
ficiall tonone, but to the ſaid DoRor Fgleham , Sir Henry Breton, the fixe V Vardens of the Goldbeaters and the ſaid Norton their Clarke 


' 


Wheteforethey humbly pray the ſame may be called in and dilſolucd, 
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